Delta Ball Hockey Evaluations 2009

Peanut, Pup and PeeWee Divisions

We will have about 75 players to evaluate in the Peanut division because we will be evaluating both new and returning players this year.  We are doing this in response to feedback from the coaches, who felt that the players that age changed greatly from the end of one season to the beginning of the next.  We will have about 50 players to evaluate in the Pup and PeeWee divisions as we will only be evaluating new players.  For each Division, we will separate the players into two groups of approx. 25 and have two or three sessions, one right after the other.  The evaluations will take place at Newton Arena, just beside the Newton Wave Pool.  Times are as follows:

Peanut – Saturday March 28th from 4:00 – 7:00 pm (three sessions, each 60 minutes long)

Pup – Thursday March 26th from 6:00 – 8:00 pm (two sessions, each 60 minutes long)

PeeWee – Saturday March 28th from 7:00 – 9:00 pm (two sessions, each 60 minutes long)

The structure of the evaluations will be partly drills and partly scrimmage.  The players will be asked to wear either a white or black/dark blue T-shirt for the scrimmage and will be asked to place a number on their shirt and helmet.  We have to evaluate the players on five skills: ball control, passing, shooting, speed and awareness.  For each skill, try to rate the player from 1 to 10 as follows:

1

Rank beginner, least skilled

2-3

Some experience but not really getting it yet

5

Average skill level for the age group

7-8

Stronger player, looks like he/she knows what they are doing

10

Exceptionally skilled, all-star material

Use as much of the range as possible.  Rating all players from 4-6 does not provide enough information to properly distribute the players onto the teams.
The drills will be set up so that you can see the players demonstrate a couple of skills at each of the three stations.  The stations will be organized as shown on the attached diagram.  

Station 1

The players run across the rink in small groups as fast as they can, get a ball on their stick, and bring the ball back as fast as they can.  This will provide the coaches with some input on speed and ball control.

Station 2

The players get into two groups and take turns running across the floor passing it back and forth with their partner.  This will provide the coaches with some input on passing and ball control.  Try to mix the players up so that they get to be on both the left and right side when passing, and not always with the same partner.

Station 3

The players are split up into two groups.  They start in the corners with balls.  They alternate coming out of the corner, stick handling through the cones and then coming back towards the goal and taking a shot. This will provide the coaches with some input on shooting and ball control.  Goalies will take turns and we will get to see them in action as well.

Players will spend about 5 - 10 minutes at each station and then rotate to the next station (1 to 2, 2 to 3, 3 to 1).  Coaches will have to get to a station and stay there for the three rotations.   All coaches should be on the floor making sure the drills run quickly and efficiently.

After the three stations, the players will be asked to grab their water bottles, and go to one of the benches (white shirts to one, dark shirts to the other) for a drink and scrimmage game.  We will need a couple of coaches on each bench to organize the kids and run the gates.  We will scrimmage until the time is up and change lines on a set two minutes interval.  No need to change on the fly….  During the game, you will continue to rate the players, and look for their level of awareness and attitude.

You will be given evaluations forms to fill out.  If you wish, you can work in pairs and fill in one form together.  After the evaluation sessions, please hand in all forms to the Division Manager.  The ratings will be averaged, combined with last year’s ratings, and used to form the teams for the envelope draft.
Please come 30 minutes before the evaluation time so that we can get organized.  There will be a table set up where the Division Manager and (hopefully) some of the executive will be registering players.  Your evaluation sheets will also be at that table.  Please try to be both accurate and consistent when rating the players.  Feel free to discuss ratings with other coaches.  The goal is to create evenly matched teams and provide the players a great ball hockey experience by having a season of close and exciting games.

If you have any questions, please give me a call or drop me an email.  However, I will be out of town from Sunday March 22 returning on Friday March 27.  If you have questions during that time, please contact your division manager or Head Coach Brevil Robinson.
Rick Beaumont

604-590-0778

rick.beaumont@dccnet.com
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